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BY HAND
Magalie Roman Salas, Esq.
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554
Re: MM Docket No. 87-268

Dear Ms. Salas:

This is to inform the Commission that the attached letter was submitted to Chairman
Kennard and each of the Commissioners on November 14, 1997.

Please contact the undersigned if you have any questions.
Respectfully submitted,
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(888) APCO-9-1-1 OR (904) 322-2500 (202) 887-5415
Fax: (904) 322-2501 OFFICIALS
INTERNATIONAL, INC.
President
Joe McNeil November 14, 1997
Harwich Fire Department
119 Depot Road West
West Harwich, MA 02671-1074
(508) 432-6615 BY HAND

Fax (508) 432-2222

president@apcointl.org L
The Honorable William Kennard

President Elect Chairman
- Jack Keating Federal Communications Commission
ity of West Covina
P.O. Box 1440 1919 M Street, N.'W.
West Covina, CA 91793-1440 Washington, D.C. 20554

(626) 814-8580
Fax: (626) 813-8674

pres-elect@apcointl.org RE: MM Docket 87-268
First Vice President Dear Mr. Chairman:
Joe Hanna
Richardson Police Department
P.O. Box 831078 The Commission has adopted a digital television (DTV) channel
Richardson, TX 75083-1078 . . . eq .
(972) 238-3818 allotment plan in the above-referenced proceeding, and is currently considering
Fax: (972) 994-0727 numerous petitions for reconsideration of that plan. APCO and other public
first-vp@apcointl.org safety interests have filed petitions for reconsideration opposing the plan insofar
: , as it places 15 DTV allotments in UHF channels 60-69 (746-806 MHz). Those
Second Vice President g ge s . .
Lyle Gallagher channel 60-69 DTV allotments will limit the effectiveness of the congressionally
North Dakota State Radio mandated reallocation of 24 MHz from the 746-806 MHz band for public safety
: Communications services
‘5 P.O. Box 5511 '
Bismarck, ND 58502-5511
(701) 328-9630 According to a report in the November 12, 1997, issue of

Fax: (701) 328-9633

second-vpl@apcointl.or Communications Daily, the broadcasting industry may be submitting a new

proposed DTV channel plan which adds yet another 36 DTV allotments to

Executive Director channels 60-69. On behalf of public safety agencies throughout the nation,
(8g§;12 ;‘(‘/}(‘)‘S":Yl 1 APCO vigorously opposes any such further intrusion by broadcasters into
ramseyj@apcointl.org spectrum than can and should be made available immediately for the protection
of life and property.
]
APCO International - is the . . . .
world's oldest and largest not- The Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee recommended that
for-profi professional approximately 24 MHz of spectrum be allocated for public safety use in the
organization dedicated to the R R R X
enhancement of public safey very near term. Congress, in the 1997 budget legislation, required the
COmMUNICAUONS. Commission to make such an allocation in the 746-806 MHz band by December
With more than 13,000 31, 1997, and the Commission has initiated a proceeding to implement that
members world wide, APCO allocation (ET Docket 97-157). However, the ability of public safety agencies
the people who manage, to actually use that spectrum will be thwarted in some parts of the country until

operate, maintain, and supply
the communications systems
used to safeguard the lives and
property of citizens
everywhere.




the end of the DTV transition due to existing television stations on channels 60-
69. Thus, APCO has strongly opposed DTV channel plans that would add
additional television operations in the band and create further impediments to
public safety use of the newly reallocated spectrum. An additional 36 DTV
allotments in channels 60-69 would be devastating, especially since most of
those new allotments are likely to be in or near major metropolitan areas which
face the most severe shortages of public safety spectrum.

APCO urges that instead of increasing the number of DTV allotments in
channels 60-69, the Commission should eliminate the current DTV allotments in
those channels to promote opportunities for improved public safety
communications. The Commission must also take steps to expedite the
availability of spectrum occupied by existing broadcasters in the 746-806 MHz
band.

Please contact our counsel in Washington, Robert Gurss, at 202-457-
7329, should you have any questions or need additional information. Two
copies of this letter will be filed with the Secretary.
Sincerely,
Joe McNeil

President

cC: All Commissioners



